Dominique’s Story
By Team DO3 Texas State Captain Carlie Hayes
It's that time again and Dreaming of Three has finally found the next Rodeo Kid. This time around I
have been entrusted with the huge responsibility from Jackie to take on this monumental honor. I
decided to to voluteer for this and was so eager and excited to make one day for an amazing child as
special as possible. This whole experiance is such new territory me and I am going to try my hardest
to fill Jackie's shoes and get the job done right. Dreaming of Three has really touched my heart since
I have joined, but now that I am getting to know this new family, it's taking what DO3 is all about to
a whole new level.
I would now like to introduce you to Dominique, and his story of extroidinary courage though something that no child or adult should ever have to go through. Dominique is your regular 11 year old
little boy, who battles something not so regular everyday, Leukemia. Him and his father, Billy, are
currently living at the Ronald McDonald House in Fort Worth trying to live as normal life as possible. Last year in August Dominique was diagnosed after going through a series of illness that started
at Summer Camp. What began with nausea and throwing up, led to strep and thrush, and then ultimitley his diagnoses. Since then he has been getting treatments 3 days a week and will continue on
for the next 3 years. So during this time in a little boys life that can be so hard to begin with, life
threw Dominique a curve ball that will be making things a little bit more difficult as well. The great
thing about this little boy though, is that he doesn't let it get him down and continues on doing all of
the regular things that kids love to do like sports, video games, and watching some Dallas Cowboys. I
think that is what makes kids so incredibly resisiliant. They have that ability to go on, keep their
head high, and live life to it's fullest despite any detours.
After talking with Billy about Dominique it made me so much more eager to actually meet him. He
told me about his love for bowling, even though he could only play about a game or so before getting
tired and then he runs off to go play some video games in the arcade. He told me about how much he
loves animals and horses. That he likes to play soccer and dodgeball with his friends. And about how
he especially loved a school field trip where they went down into some underground caverns!
Dominique also has a younger brother Samual, who is 10, and Zoe, who is 8. Samual is the class
clown, easy going and always says what's on his mind. Zoe on the other hand is a girls girl who loves
playing with her Barbies, painting her nails and always making sure her is looking good! The one
thing that all three of them love is of course, video games. They really like all the Mario versions that
they play on their Wii.
This will be the first time for Dominique and his father to go to a real rodeo and I couldn't imagine a
better one the the Cowtown Coliseum at the Fort Worth Stockyards, also known as, "Northside" by
the locals. Going down to Northside is like taking a step back in time to the original Wild West Days.
There are cowboys riding down the roads on horses, all the boutiques and restraunts are like a modern wild west town, they have a daily cattle drive right down the middle of the street, and right in the
center of it all is the Cowtown Coliseum, where Billy and Dominique will be hootin' and hollerin' for
the cowboys and cowgirls to run faster, rope quicker, or stay on longer!

